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Principal's Message
January 25, 2023

Dear Friends of O.L.G. School,

We are privileged to live in a country where we have school choice. This is what we celebrate
during this coming week, the fact that we can send our children to a school where being a Christian
is not an afterthought but is at the center of everything that we do. I often wonder what would
happen if all schools taught their students that our first obligation is to honor God with all our hearts
and our second is to love others as ourselves. Perhaps the culture of violence and self-seeking that
seems to prevail would not be as dominant…so in this month of prayers for peace, let’s celebrate
the fact that we can make God the priority in the lives of our children.

You can probably tell that I am very excited at the prospect of Catholic Schools Week  which is
right around the corner! Please spread the word about our Kindergarten Round U p on Friday,
January 27 from 1-4 p.m. Come learn all about our amazing early-childhood programs in English
and Spanish, meet Dr. Hancock and Sra. Fajardo and pay a visit to their vibrant classrooms.
 
I am also inviting all school families to our “ Catholic Schools Week  Mass” THIS Sunday, January
29, at 9:00 a.m. It’s an “all hands-on deck” event, so all your teachers and staff are asked to be
present to greet you and your guests. Mass is followed by an Open House, during which you will
have the opportunity to tour the school, touch base with the teachers, and encourage any friends to
register their own scholars for the 2023-2024 school year. Refreshments will be served in the
courtyard (weather permitting) or in the south hallway, teachers are preparing special
displays/activities in their individual classrooms, and members of the student council will be giving
tours. Let’s show off our school!

It’s important to emphasize that our schools are funded by YOU, our parents, since, unlike the last
state where I had the privilege of being a Catholic school principal, individuals and families cannot
redirect their state tax dollars to the school of their choice. I am not a politician, but when folks
realize that tuition tax credits help the poorest among us, perhaps the practice in this state will
change. What is so impressive is that many folks can afford OLG due to the hard work of so many
who, in addition to paying the necessary tuition, raise additional funds through a variety of projects
designated to keep the school alive. 

I would be remiss not to mention the Parent-Teacher Group, under the able leadership of Mrs. Jill
Peters, who does so much to support school projects. There are also individual students and
families who go “above and beyond” and while I try and recognize them, I sometimes neglect to do
so. This month I offer my apologies to Shefali and Rajan Alejos who singlehandedly sold about
$2,000 of See’s candy in December. I neglected to mention them as among our top sellers and I feel
badly about that. I want to thank every single student (and his or her family) for your enthusiasm
and help. I do hope that all families know that, regardless of mention, I am very much aware of
your support for our school. Without your help, much of what we do would not be possible.
 
The fun and the celebration that make up Catholic Schools week will continue all week long. See
the website for a detailed list of what is planned. I want to remind you that today is the last day to
sign up for Grandparent/Special Friend Wednesday.
Remember, all school families that bring another family to tour the school will be entered in a gift

http://www.olgschool.org
https://forms.gle/cg7kUcCadSuN7odf9


card raffle. Make sure to introduce your guests to Mrs. Castaing, Miss Townsend, or me at the
office to ensure that you are registered in the raffle.  If a family registers for next year, the first
“host family” will receive a plane ticket to wherever Southwest Airlines flies.

While on the topic of enrollment, if your children attend a local daycare or preschool, please send
me an email and I am happy to share fliers/invitations to our Kindergarten Round up, Open House
and other Catholic School-related events. We need to GROW our school!

On an unrelated but important note, the repair work on Anita Avenue has begun. This is going to
affect our traffic patterns until the end of school so make sure that you plan your route and give
yourself a bit of additional time as you come in and out in the morning and in the afternoon. During
the weeks where Anita is completely closed with no access to cars, we will eblast the changes to
drop off and pick up. 

Lastly, due to a family situation that requires that I “grandparent” for the next three nights, I am
forced to reschedule tonight’s Catechetical parent session to NEXT Thursday, February 2 nd at 6:30
p.m. Since another group meets in the Kid Kare room on Thursdays, I am borrowing the
kindergarten classroom and we shall pretend we are five years old as we discuss Adoration and
Benediction. I hope to see many of you there. 

God’s blessings in the week ahead, and Happy Catholic Schools Week!!!
 

In Our Lady’s Name and Love
 

Dr. McGowan

Now Accepting 2023-2024Now Accepting 2023-2024
*NEW* Student Applications*NEW* Student Applications

New Student Application

To enter Kindergarten, a student must be 5 years of age by September 1, 2022. (Date of birth must
be on or before September 1, 2017). To enter Transitional Kindergarten, a student must turn 5
between September 2, 2022 and March 2, 2023

https://www.olgschool.org

Looking Ahead:

January 2023
Jan. 26 - Free Dress January Birthdays
Jan. 27 - Minimum Day - Teacher in Service
Jan. 29 - Catholic Schools week - Mass @ 9:00am followed by Open House @
10:30am
Jan. 30 - Mixed up Monday (wear clothes inside out or mix match clothing)
Jan. 31 - 100th Day of School! (Dress like you're 100 years old or 100 years into the
future)

https://registration.powerschool.com/family/gosnap.aspx?action=34098&culture=en
https://www.olgschool.org/admissions


February 2023
Feb. 1 - Minimum Day - Grandparents Day & Mass @ 8:15am (full uniform)
Feb. 2 - Classroom Theme Day - Homeroom teacher to announce their class theme
Feb. 3 - Class Color Day - Talent/Art Show @ 1:15pm

JanLookahead:

Reminders from the front office:
All visitors to OLG School,  including parents and guardians, must sign in at the school office and
wear a visitor's badge. Please help us by adhering to this safety procedure.

Rainy day dismissal
Just a reminder that on rainy days students are not released into the parking lot. Instead, the older
students are released to the classroom of the youngest sibling. Teachers in ‘upper grades’ dismiss at
2:55 to give students time to arrive to their sibling’s classroom. Parents/guardians, please pick up
your student (s) at the classroom door at 3:00 p.m. Students not picked up by 3:10 p.m. will be
walked to Kid Kare. The school will make every effort to text parents in advance, but, if it is
raining, just assume that “rainy day dismissal” is in effect.

Lunches
We do not have a stocked fridge so please, ensure that your student has a morning snack as well as
a lunch.  Choice Lunch needs to be ordered the day before. If your student is absent, but was due to
receive a lunch, it may be picked up within 24 hours. 

Please DO NOT send your child to school sick . We are asking that you screen your student(s) at
home prior to leaving for school for the following symptoms:

Fever (100.0F or higher) 
Cough 
 Severe Headache
 Sore Throat
Loss of taste or smell (child may say food tastes bad or smells funny)
 Difficulty breathing
 Vomiting or diarrhea
 Runny Nose or Congestion

In order to return to school, a student must be free of fever, vomiting, and diarrhea for at least 24
hours without medication.

School Happenings





Note from the School Counselor:
Greetings, OLG Parents, Grandparents, and Guardians! Please fill out the
survey linked here if you are interested in attending a presentation and discussion
facilitated by OLG's School Counselor.
 
Thank you!
Maria Washington, LMFT
School Counselor

https://forms.gle/cg7kUcCadSuN7odf9

Crab Feed News:
Crab Feed attendees, please remember to register for Kid Care and buy your drink and
raffle tickets in advance of February 4th. Spare yourself having to wait in ticket lines
and spend more time spending your night with old and new friends! To do so, please
visit the ticket portal: https://bit.ly/3hsUPua

https://forms.gle/cg7kUcCadSuN7odf9
https://forms.gle/cg7kUcCadSuN7odf9
https://bit.ly/3hsUPua


Sign up here:  Grandparents & Special Friends
Day - Volunteers!

Crab Feed Sign Ups - Student Volunteers

Crab Feed Sign Ups - Adult Volunteers

Grandparents and Special Friend's Day Sign Up
(google.com)

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094DACAD23A1F8CE9-grandparents
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0e4faaa92dabf49-crab#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0e4faaa92dabf49-crab1#/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc5Cqp6lTgOYVWZRPk7OMweNjrxRSP_Drib8-BxTLE0agNg_Q/viewform






Bancroft Uniforms is having a SALE from January 25 - February 1.
Please take advantage of this wonderful opportunity to save!







Community Happenings





Our Lady of Grace Catholic School
Please click here for the OLG School 2022-2023 Calendar

Our Lady of Grace Parish

Please click here for the Parish website where you can find contact information, the most
recent church bulletin, current announcements, mass schedules, and much more!

Tech Support

For tech issues and support please email mtrgo@olgschool.org.

https://files.constantcontact.com/b1c7e709001/841dcbb6-5067-4904-bd61-067d24eb68be.pdf
https://olgcv.org/
mailto:mtrgo@olgschool.org


Support OLG by shopping on Amazon Smile!

Click here and choose Our Lady of Grace School
Location: Castro Valley, CA

OLG School Social Media

Please follow us on Instagram and Twitter and like us on
Facebook. If you have any questions please feel free to email
our Social Media Coordinator, Miss
Dawson, sdawson@csdo.org 

Instagram & Twitter: @olgcvschool
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/olgcvschool 

OLG School's History and Legacy  site can be found at
olgschoolconnect.org. The Alumni-Private page can be accessed with
the password: "special1s".  

OLG Mission & Philosophy
Mission Statement 
Our Lady of Grace Catholic School serves a diverse community, models Christ through unity, truth, and love to
create a balance of spiritual, academic, and social growth.
 
Philosophy
Dedicated to living Christ's message, Our Lady of Grace is a Catholic school made up of students, faculty, staff and
families working together with love and respect. While recognizing parents as the primary educators of their
children, our community works together to develop individuals who are prepared to think critically, imbued with a
strong sense of self-worth, and filled with a Christ-like approach to others.

Office: 510. 581.3155 | Fax: 510.581.1059 |http://www.olgschool.org
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http://olgschoolconnect.org/

