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Principal's Message
December 14, 2022

Dear Friends of Our Lady of Grace School,

 
Happy Third Week of Advent! This week tradition invites us to reflect on the quality of joy as we
light three candles on our wreaths and say our prayers. This grace is especially meaningful to any
woman who has ever held a new baby in her arms or to any man who has stood by filled with love
and pride as he looks upon his partner and newborn son or daughter. This model of the Holy Family
is one that all families, regardless of their composition, can relate to when they reflect on the joy
experienced whenever the new generation shines. And that is certainly something that all of us at
OLG can affirm!
 
On to business: the last few days have been and will continue to be very busy. From the Feast of the
Immaculate Conception, to celebrating Our Lady of Guadalupe, this has been an Advent filled with
excitement. The collective “school mood” is merry and bright as our “spirit wear” week features
some of the most outlandish holiday sweaters ever and secret Santa treats are left all over. One
grade practiced baking cookies to demonstrate the changes that can be undergone by matter as
different materials are added to the mix. The results were outstanding! It also warms my heart when
teachers tell me that they overhear students saying things like “it’s not about the gifts, it’s about
being loving towards one another.” Then I know we are doing the right things!
 
Today (Wednesday) we begin what promises to be a strong pillar in our observance of Roman
Catholic tradition and that is Holy Mass,  followed by Exposition or the Blessed
Sacrament, Adoration and Benediction at 12:15 p.m. We are still working out the “Adoration
kinks” but if you are in the mood to stop in and make a visit, please feel welcome. 
 
For the rest of the week:

Thursday - Christmas Attire, “Buck a Jean” to benefit Ms. and Mrs. Dawson’s favorite
charity (see flyer)
Friday - Long Winter’s Nap : ”Comfy “PJ. type” Minimum Day: Noon Dismissal

NO afternoon Kid Kare.
 
On a serious “business note,” I know that we would never be able to accomplish what we do as a
school without your strong support in raising funds to fund projects not covered in the budget. I was
asked to provide a report of the proceeds of last year’s “Fun Run” and was told by the accountant
that the school raised $44,836. The bulk of that has been allocated for a new playground
structure ($35,000) to be erected where the present mauve one is now located. Any remaining
funds will be set aside for ongoing upkeep. The bid by California Playgrounds was accepted last
month and the project is now in the permit stage. Since this is handled by the diocese, all I can do
is wait.
 
The ”Family Fun Day’s” income had been designated as parish funds since it was a part of the
school and parish’s 75th anniversary celebration. Even with that, “spirit gear” and other school
specific line items produced a profit of $2,891. This money will hopefully complete whatever the
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See’s Candy fundraiser nets (totals are not in as of this writing) so that we can proceed with our
plumbing repairs.
 
I repeat last week’s plea in case you have a change of schedule. As you think about your new
year’s resolutions, won’t you consider “working off” some of your service hours helping us out
with lunch duty, recess, or PE? It would be a huge help. Please let Mrs. Castaing, Ms. Dawson or I
know. We look forward to welcoming you as “one of the "gang". While on that note, I would be
remiss in not thanking Robyn Alvarez for opening our back gate every single afternoon and Yvette
Haro for her faithful help in the office and to teachers on a regular basis. It is nice to be able to
count on people that truly care about the school and its staff.
 
I also want to let everyone know that we are requesting a negative COVID test on the morning of
January 3rd. The easiest way to do this is to email your child’s teacher a photo of the negative test
on that morning. Your child’s teacher’s email address is on the school website. This is in keeping
with what other diocesan schools are asking to ensure that students and teachers are as safe as
possible. As of this writing, masking is suggested, not required, but if that changes in Alameda
County, we shall also comply.
 
In closing, I wanted to remind one and all that we come back to school on the 10 th Day of
Christmas, January 3rd, 2023. That means that the season will still be in “full swing” as we prepare
for the coming of the “Wise Men from the East” (and I am sure there were plenty of “Wise
Women” along, otherwise, who would have kept them fed and taken care of other domestic issues
J) so don’t be surprised if the theme of the Nativity is still going strong. I for one do not light my
tree up until December 24th and have always loved the feeling of celebrating well into January. 
 
Therefore, continue to keep Advent in your hearts and homes as we await the celebration of the
commemoration of the coming of the Prince of Peace.
 
Have a wonderful continuation of Advent
 
In Our Lady’s Name and Love,
 

Dr. McGowan
 

Looking Ahead:

December 2022
Dec. 14 - Introduction of monthly Exposition & Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Dec. 14 - Benediction @ 12:15pm
Dec. 15 - "Buck a Jean"
Dec. 16 - Minimum day - NO afternoon KID KARE - Christmas Class Parties
Dec. 17 - First Reconciliation @ 11:00 am
Dec. 19-Dec. 30 Christmas Break NO School

January 2023
Jan. 3 - School Resumes
Jan. 6 - Epiphany
Jan. 9 - Spelling Bee
Jan. 13 - No School - Elementary Staff Day
Jan. 16 - No School - MLK Holiday

JanLookahead:



Reminders from the front office:
All visitors to OLG School,  including parents and guardians, must sign in at the school office and
wear a visitor's badge. Please help us by adhering to this safety procedure.

Rainy day dismissal
Just a reminder that on rainy days students are not released into the parking lot. Instead, the older
students are released to the classroom of the youngest sibling. Teachers in ‘upper grades’ dismiss at
2:55 to give students time to arrive to their sibling’s classroom. Parents/guardians, please pick up
your student (s) at the classroom door at 3:00 p.m. Students not picked up by 3:10 p.m. will be
walked to Kid Kare. The school will make every effort to text parents in advance, but, if it is
raining, just assume that “rainy day dismissal” is in effect.

Lunches
We do not have a stocked fridge so please, ensure that your student has a morning snack as well as
a lunch.  Choice Lunch needs to be ordered the day before. If your student is absent, but was due to
receive a lunch, it may be picked up within 24 hours. 

Please DO NOT send your child to school sick . We are asking that you screen your student(s) at
home prior to leaving for school for the following symptoms:

Fever (100.0F or higher) 
Cough 
 Severe Headache
 Sore Throat
Loss of taste or smell (child may say food tastes bad or smells funny)
 Difficulty breathing
 Vomiting or diarrhea
 Runny Nose or Congestion

In order to return to school, a student must be free of fever, vomiting, and diarrhea for at least 24
hours without medication.
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Our Lady of Grace Catholic School
2022-2023 Calendar

Please click here for the OLG School 2022-2023 Calendar

Siblings of Existing Students - New Student Applications Only
Click the link below to apply. 

2022-2023 New Student Application

https://files.constantcontact.com/b1c7e709001/841dcbb6-5067-4904-bd61-067d24eb68be.pdf
https://registration.powerschool.com/family/gosnap.aspx?action=30275&culture=en


To enter Kindergarten, a student must be 5 years of age by September 1, 2022. (Date of
birth must be on or before September 1, 2017). To enter Transitional Kindergarten, a
student must turn 5 between September 2, 2022 and March 2, 2023

Please Go to https://www.olgschool.org/admissions
for Financial Assistance Information

Our Lady of Grace Parish

Please click here for the Parish website where you can find contact information, the most
recent church bulletin, current announcements, mass schedules, and much more!

Tech Support

For tech issues and support please email mtrgo@olgschool.org.

Support OLG by shopping on Amazon Smile!

Click here and choose Our Lady of Grace School
Location: Castro Valley, CA

OLG School Social Media

Please follow us on Instagram and Twitter and like us on
Facebook. If you have any questions please feel free to email
our Social Media Coordinator, Miss
Dawson, sdawson@csdo.org 

Instagram & Twitter: @olgcvschool
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/olgcvschool 

OLG School's History and Legacy  site can be found at
olgschoolconnect.org. The Alumni-Private page can be accessed with
the password: "special1s".  

OLG Mission & Philosophy
Mission Statement 
Our Lady of Grace Catholic School serves a diverse community, models Christ through unity, truth, and love to
create a balance of spiritual, academic, and social growth.
 
Philosophy
Dedicated to living Christ's message, Our Lady of Grace is a Catholic school made up of students, faculty, staff and
families working together with love and respect. While recognizing parents as the primary educators of their
children, our community works together to develop individuals who are prepared to think critically, imbued with a
strong sense of self-worth, and filled with a Christ-like approach to others.
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