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Principal's Message

January 11, 2023

 
Dear OLG Families,

It seems astonishing to me that just like that we are in “Ordinary Time,” that blessed period of
“down time” in the Church calendar, but one that is increasingly filled with activity as we continue
to count down to our 100 th day of school and then the balance of the school year.

This week’s great accomplishment was seeing our school’s top spellers at work during our Spelling
Bee yesterday. Congratulations to our winner Adrian in 7th and our runner-up Haoyu in 5th grade.
Congratulations also to all of our participants: Anton, Zia, and Eija from 4th grade; Julius, Haoyu,
and Aria from 5th grade; Rene, Amelia, and Zoe from 6th grade; Michael, Adrian, and Eleanor
from 7th grade; and Rychelle and Kalea from 8th grade.

January is a good time to begin new projects and as such it is a real pleasure to announce that we
shall begin offering more parent focused programs at OLG school. Our counselor, Ms. Washington,
is soon going to announce a parent-support series and on a personal note, I want to draw your
attention to our first monthly catechetical evening for parents. Our first will be Thursday, January
26 at 6:30 p.m. We shall begin with a study of our Church’s tradition of Eucharistic Adoration and
Benediction, a rite that we have introduced into the worship life of the school and that I hope that
many of you will join us by either spending some time in adoration or taking part in Benediction at
12:15p.m. monthly. The topics for our evenings of conversation and study will be set by the group
with the idea of forming a parent community that delights in coming together for prayer and
fellowship.

On to business. One of my commitments as your principal is to be as transparent as I possibly can
be with how funds are managed and disbursed, particularly those earned through the hard work of
volunteers. I asked Father Ray for an accounting of the monies brought in by the 75th anniversary
“Family Fun Day” and he was good enough to give me a report not just on how the school
participated and benefitted, but for all the events. Here is his message:

Happy New Year! As we draw 2022 to a close it seems the right time to
distribute and apply the funds from the 75 th Anniversary events and celebrations.
Again, we are grateful to the 168 households who participated in the $75 for 75
Years Campaign. These donations along with Business Sponsors and Fr. Tom’s
Spaghetti fundraiser allowed us to offer events at a reduced cost so more could

participate in the community building and evangelization as Fr. Tom envisioned.
The entire parish benefited from and is grateful for the work done by our
75 th Anniversary Committee, the Italian Catholic Federation, Knights of
Columbus, Our Lady Guadalupe Spanish Community, and OLG School

community. Income by way of donations and events totaled
$29,304.85. Expenses for marketing, fundraising, September events, November
welcome events (Chili and Hot Dog Dinner; Coffee and Donuts) and Our Lady
Guadalupe Hot Chocolate and Pastries came to $13,659.85. This resulted in a
net of $15,645. $8,000 of the net was applied to completion of the Our Lady
Guadalupe Altar. A check for $4,000 was given to the school to assist with
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property improvements and $3,645 was left for parish property needs.
Our 75th Anniversary continues to September 2023, and we look forward to more

opportunities to celebrate 75 Years of Faith, Hope and Love. Fr. Ray

I also want to take this opportunity to thank Mrs. Jill Peters for her hard work growing the activities
of the Parent-Teacher Group. The first Thursday Coffee was a big success and I hope to see many
more parents participate. My thanks also to the parents who attended and who have committed to
helping with social activities and with the Parent-Teacher Group. Much appreciated!

I also want to congratulate the entire student body for their commitment to stewardship. Just to let
you know, our Buck a Jean income was as follows:

September/October: $150 Dr. McGowan and Mrs. Hughes’ charity to support research in
Metastatic Breast Cancer
November: $76 to Brother Chris’ charity: “Early Alert Canines ”
December: $189 To Ms. Dawson’s charity “The Franciscan Friars in Negril, Jamaica”
On top of all of this good work, $1,836.70. Was sent to Mrs. Fajardo’s charity in El Salvador, a
program that helps unhoused youth and older people, the proceeds of the “Change for Change”
drive in October.

I would say that service through charitable giving is alive and well at Our Lady of Grace! Looking
ahead, this month we lend a hand to our 2nd grade and their support of the Oakland Animal
Shelter. In Mr. Manifesto’s own words:

The second grade is proud to present our charity drive to support the Oakland Animal
Shelter. Our students are very passionate about animals and wanted to do something

during this season of giving to help. We have been making bracelets in class and will be
selling them select days during lunch and after school. All proceeds will go to the

shelter. We will be selling each bracelet for three dollars, or two for five. It is just our
small way of giving back where we can. Thank you.

We are also looking forward to Catholic Schools week which this year begins with Mass at 9:00
a.m. on Sunday, January 29. Remember, all families that bring another family to tour the school
will be entered in a gift card raffle. If a family registers for next year, the “host family” will receive
one plane ticket to wherever Southwest Airlines flies.

We will have a dedicated spot on our website for Catholic School Week activities beginning next
Friday. Meanwhile, start planning on attending Mass and bringing guests to tour our school and
become acquainted with the treasure buried in this quiet Castro Valley neighborhood! While on the
topic of enrollment, if your children attend a local daycare or preschool, please send me an email
and I am happy to share fliers/invitations to our Open House and other Catholic School-related
events. We need to GROW our school! God’s blessings in the week ahead.

In Our Lady’s Name and Love,

Dr. McGowan

Now Accepting 2023-2024Now Accepting 2023-2024
*NEW* Student Applications*NEW* Student Applications

New Student Application

To enter Kindergarten, a student must be 5 years of age by September 1, 2022. (Date of birth must
be on or before September 1, 2017). To enter Transitional Kindergarten, a student must turn 5
between September 2, 2022 and March 2, 2023

https://registration.powerschool.com/family/gosnap.aspx?action=34098&culture=en
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Looking Ahead:

January 2023
Jan. 13 - No School - Diocesan Elementary Staff Day
Jan. 16 - No School - MLK Holiday
Jan. 26 - Free Dress January Birthdays
Jan. 27 - Minimum Day - Teacher in Service
Jan. 29 - Catholic Schools week - Mass @ 9:00am followed by Open House @
10:30am
Jan. 30 - Mixed up Monday (wear clothes inside out or mix match clothing)
Jan. 31 - 100th Day of School! ( Dress like you're 100 years old or 100 years into the
future)

February 2023
Feb. 1 - Minimum Day - Grandparents Day & Mass @ 8:15am (full uniform)
Feb. 2 - Classroom Theme Day - Homeroom teacher to announce their class theme
Feb. 3 - Class Color Day - Talent/Art Show @ 1:15pm

JanLookahead:

Reminders from the front office:
All visitors to OLG School,  including parents and guardians, must sign in at the school office and
wear a visitor's badge. Please help us by adhering to this safety procedure.

Rainy day dismissal
Just a reminder that on rainy days students are not released into the parking lot. Instead, the older
students are released to the classroom of the youngest sibling. Teachers in ‘upper grades’ dismiss at
2:55 to give students time to arrive to their sibling’s classroom. Parents/guardians, please pick up
your student (s) at the classroom door at 3:00 p.m. Students not picked up by 3:10 p.m. will be
walked to Kid Kare. The school will make every effort to text parents in advance, but, if it is
raining, just assume that “rainy day dismissal” is in effect.

Lunches
We do not have a stocked fridge so please, ensure that your student has a morning snack as well as
a lunch.  Choice Lunch needs to be ordered the day before. If your student is absent, but was due to
receive a lunch, it may be picked up within 24 hours. 

Please DO NOT send your child to school sick . We are asking that you screen your student(s) at
home prior to leaving for school for the following symptoms:

Fever (100.0F or higher) 
Cough 
 Severe Headache
 Sore Throat
Loss of taste or smell (child may say food tastes bad or smells funny)
 Difficulty breathing
 Vomiting or diarrhea
 Runny Nose or Congestion

In order to return to school, a student must be free of fever, vomiting, and diarrhea for at least 24
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hours without medication.

School Happenings

Bancroft Uniforms is having a SALE from January 25 - February 1.
Please take advantage of this wonderful opportunity to save!











Community Happenings













Our Lady of Grace Catholic School
Please click here for the OLG School 2022-2023 Calendar

Our Lady of Grace Parish

Please click here for the Parish website where you can find contact information, the most
recent church bulletin, current announcements, mass schedules, and much more!

Tech Support

For tech issues and support please email mtrgo@olgschool.org.

https://files.constantcontact.com/b1c7e709001/841dcbb6-5067-4904-bd61-067d24eb68be.pdf
https://olgcv.org/
mailto:mtrgo@olgschool.org


Support OLG by shopping on Amazon Smile!

Click here and choose Our Lady of Grace School
Location: Castro Valley, CA

OLG School Social Media

Please follow us on Instagram and Twitter and like us on
Facebook. If you have any questions please feel free to email
our Social Media Coordinator, Miss
Dawson, sdawson@csdo.org 

Instagram & Twitter: @olgcvschool
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/olgcvschool 

OLG School's History and Legacy  site can be found at
olgschoolconnect.org. The Alumni-Private page can be accessed with
the password: "special1s".  

OLG Mission & Philosophy
Mission Statement 
Our Lady of Grace Catholic School serves a diverse community, models Christ through unity, truth, and love to
create a balance of spiritual, academic, and social growth.
 
Philosophy
Dedicated to living Christ's message, Our Lady of Grace is a Catholic school made up of students, faculty, staff and
families working together with love and respect. While recognizing parents as the primary educators of their
children, our community works together to develop individuals who are prepared to think critically, imbued with a
strong sense of self-worth, and filled with a Christ-like approach to others.

Office: 510. 581.3155 | Fax: 510.581.1059 |http://www.olgschool.org
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