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Principal's Message

December 21, 2022

Dear Friends of Our Lady of Grace School,

Happy Fourth Week of Advent! This week tradition invites us to reflect on the quality
of love as we light four candles on our wreaths and say our prayers. This is also a time
to join our Jewish brethren in their celebration of Hannukah (which began Sunday
evening) and pray with them for peace and harmony among all people, regardless of
religious faith. In our home, we always reminded our own children that Jesus himself
must have lit the Hannukah candles along with his mom and foster-dad, since, as
faithful Jews, they were certain to have celebrated the miracle of light and exchanged
gifts. Our own exchange of gifts becomes even more meaningful when we pray and
remember others who do not worship or celebrate as we do.

On to business: This edition of E-Lion’s Tales serves as a reminder of several items to
keep in mind when we return to school on January 3, 2023

1. Make sure to email your child’s teacher a negative Covid test taken within 24 hours
before returning to school. And, as always, if your child is ill, please make sure that
they stay at home since, as you know, this is a horrible cold and flu season.

2. Registrations for the 2023-2024 school year are open online. Please, please talk up
our school among your family and neighbors this holiday season. For every new child
referred by a current OLG scholar, that student will earn a free dress pass.

3. Another reminder that, as you make your New Year’s resolutions, you might
consider donating an hour or two to helping with yard/lunch duty. This is a huge help to
our teachers since most of them are currently doing this in addition to their pedagogical
responsibilities and it makes for long days and the inability to use the time for their
own prep.

In closing, I pray that each of you continue to keep Advent in your hearts and homes as
we await the celebration of the commemoration of the coming of the Prince of Peace.
I will be celebrating at my children’s home this year, so will attend Mass in Pleasanton,
but just a reminder that the Our Lady of Grace holiday schedule is as follows:

December 24: Family Mass at 5:00 .m., Mass at night at 10:00 p.m.
December 25: Mass at 7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. (Spanish)

Happy Christmas!

http://www.olgschool.org


In Our Lady’s Name and Love,
 

Dr. McGowan
 

Now Accepting 2023-2024Now Accepting 2023-2024
*NEW* Student Applications*NEW* Student Applications

New Student Application

To enter Kindergarten, a student must be 5 years of age by September 1, 2022. (Date of
birth must be on or before September 1, 2017). To enter Transitional Kindergarten, a
student must turn 5 between September 2, 2022 and March 2, 2023

https://www.olgschool.org

Looking Ahead:

December 2022
Dec. 19-Dec. 30 Christmas Break NO School

January 2023
Jan. 3 - School Resumes
Jan. 5- PTG Coffee Hour @ 8am in Stack Center
Jan. 6 - Epiphany
Jan. 9 - Spelling Bee @ 1:15pm
Jan. 13 - No School - Elementary Staff Day
Jan. 16 - No School - MLK Holiday

JanLookahead:

Reminders from the front office:
All visitors to OLG School,  including parents and guardians, must sign in at the school office and
wear a visitor's badge. Please help us by adhering to this safety procedure.

Rainy day dismissal
Just a reminder that on rainy days students are not released into the parking lot. Instead, the older
students are released to the classroom of the youngest sibling. Teachers in ‘upper grades’ dismiss at
2:55 to give students time to arrive to their sibling’s classroom. Parents/guardians, please pick up
your student (s) at the classroom door at 3:00 p.m. Students not picked up by 3:10 p.m. will be
walked to Kid Kare. The school will make every effort to text parents in advance, but, if it is
raining, just assume that “rainy day dismissal” is in effect.

Lunches
We do not have a stocked fridge so please, ensure that your student has a morning snack as well as
a lunch.  Choice Lunch needs to be ordered the day before. If your student is absent, but was due to

https://registration.powerschool.com/family/gosnap.aspx?action=34098&culture=en
https://www.olgschool.org/admissions


receive a lunch, it may be picked up within 24 hours. 

Please DO NOT send your child to school sick . We are asking that you screen your student(s) at
home prior to leaving for school for the following symptoms:

Fever (100.0F or higher) 
Cough 
 Severe Headache
 Sore Throat
Loss of taste or smell (child may say food tastes bad or smells funny)
 Difficulty breathing
 Vomiting or diarrhea
 Runny Nose or Congestion

In order to return to school, a student must be free of fever, vomiting, and diarrhea for at least 24
hours without medication.

School Happenings

School Board Minutes - December Meeting

The school board met just before the holiday break and had extensive conversations about a range
of topics. 
 
You may have heard that the school is in the process of renewing our accreditation. The board has
kicked off its participation and will assist the staff over the next several months. We were thrilled to
read about the overall positive responses from the WASC parent survey. We will delve deeper into
the results in the New Year, and we'll look for ways we can improve as a school community. 
 
One topic we often discuss at our monthly meetings is how to improve safety at the school. We
reviewed several proposals and ideas to keep the children, staff, and families safe. The board has a
few action items we will review in our next meeting.
 
We received confirmation that the play structure proposal is moving forward. We can't wait to see it
installed in 2023. It will be a much needed improvement for the older children.
 
We were happy to hear that the annual Christmas pageant and tree lighting was another successful
event! Many of us attended, and we were so impressed with the students.
 
With Catholic Schools Week coming up next month, we discussed many ideas to increase the
school's enrollment. OLG has a lot to offer, and we encourage you to share your experience with
families outside of the school. 
 
We wanted to wish you and your families a blessed and Merry Christmas. We hope your children
come back excited and rested - excited to start the New Year.













Community Happenings













Our Lady of Grace Catholic School
Please click here for the OLG School 2022-2023 Calendar

Our Lady of Grace Parish

Please click here for the Parish website where you can find contact information, the most
recent church bulletin, current announcements, mass schedules, and much more!

Tech Support

For tech issues and support please email mtrgo@olgschool.org.

https://files.constantcontact.com/b1c7e709001/841dcbb6-5067-4904-bd61-067d24eb68be.pdf
https://olgcv.org/
mailto:mtrgo@olgschool.org


Support OLG by shopping on Amazon Smile!

Click here and choose Our Lady of Grace School
Location: Castro Valley, CA

OLG School Social Media

Please follow us on Instagram and Twitter and like us on
Facebook. If you have any questions please feel free to email
our Social Media Coordinator, Miss
Dawson, sdawson@csdo.org 

Instagram & Twitter: @olgcvschool
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/olgcvschool 

OLG School's History and Legacy  site can be found at
olgschoolconnect.org. The Alumni-Private page can be accessed with
the password: "special1s".  

OLG Mission & Philosophy
Mission Statement 
Our Lady of Grace Catholic School serves a diverse community, models Christ through unity, truth, and love to
create a balance of spiritual, academic, and social growth.
 
Philosophy
Dedicated to living Christ's message, Our Lady of Grace is a Catholic school made up of students, faculty, staff and
families working together with love and respect. While recognizing parents as the primary educators of their
children, our community works together to develop individuals who are prepared to think critically, imbued with a
strong sense of self-worth, and filled with a Christ-like approach to others.

Office: 510. 581.3155 | Fax: 510.581.1059 |http://www.olgschool.org
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