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Message from the Principal
September 21, 2022
Dear OLG families and friends,
Fall is in the air, and I give thanks for the lovely Bay Area weather and the opportunity to enjoy it
with this wonderful community. My thanks 8th grade mom, Mrs. Perry, for the fabulous autumnthemed display outside our front door. It is a good reminder of the changes of season and that God
is good!
I am also delighted to open by thanking the 7 th and 8 th grade students (and one 6 th grader) who
helped at both 75th anniversary events this past weekend. I cannot stress enough how wonderful
they were and how many compliments I received about their exemplary behavior on Saturday
night. I understand that Dr. Hancock had the same experience on Sunday, so congratulations to all
who served and “thank you”.
This week students are busy in their classrooms, most well into their second or third units and it is
fun to walk the hallways and see the results of their labors.
In “staff news,” we welcome a young alumna to act as an instructional aide to Mrs. Moradi and Mr.
Manifesto, Miss Laura Perino. She is currently taking a “gap” year before beginning her studies in
the U.K. next fall. We are happy to have her with us. Her mom, Mrs. Adriana Perino, will be
joining the Kid Kare staff to continue to ensure that the students are safe and happy.
Many of you know of the real crisis that most schools are facing when it comes to finding certified
teachers. OLG is extremely fortunate to count some very professional folks among its ranks but
unfortunately, we have been unable to fill the 5th grade teacher slot. I am very happy to be filling
in the gaps as we have not had any qualified applicants since the position posted in August. I hasten
to add that could not do it without Mr. Stone, who has taken over 5th grade math, and Mrs. Barrera,
who is very qualified to teach Religion. We shall keep on “tweaking” the schedule but for now, I
am getting things done (although sometimes I admit to getting a bit “scrambled”, but I assure you
that the 5th graders are realizing that I mean business!).
I have faith that the right person will walk in when that person is meant to come join us.
Meanwhile, we do what we do, and thank you for understanding.
A couple of “housekeeping” issues keep on coming up: first, the issue of the Somerset gate: we are
working hard to ensure that it is closed during school hours, and the parish office is renewing its
efforts to alert us when there is a parish event during school hours. We also want to remind you that
prayer begins promptly at 8:00 a.m. and so we shall be closing the Anita gate right before we
begin. The cars of latecomers are very disturbing, so please, if you are delayed in the morning,
please use the Somerset gate to exit after dropping off your student.
Second, I am thrilled that we now have a very efficient emergency response system in
place. Moving forward, should an emergency arise, you will receive a phone call AND an email. It
is my hope that this will help avoid some of the confusion that we experienced during the last crisis
occasioned by the heat wave.
On a much lighter note, I am looking forward to seeing all of you this Sunday at the “Family Fun
Day”. I know how hard it has been not to have a festival during our Covid years and this will

certainly prove to be a great warm up for next year’s full-blown celebration! I look forward to
seeing you all there. There is lots of information in this newsletter so I shan’t say much more than
this other than to offer my thanks to all the parents who are working so hard to promote this event
and to all the teachers that will be supporting the students.
Remember that Friday is a workday for all diocesan teachers and school staff (day at the Oakland
Cathedral for prayer and instruction, so no classes) and Monday is a “minimum day” since it is “all
hands-on deck” for a good portion of Sunday.
Lastly, remember to spread the word that we have six open slots in our TK program. Mrs. Fajardo is
making big strides in teaching our little ones how to speak Spanish. I met with the district official in
charge of our Federal Title programs last week and he told me that Castro Valley’s TK dual
language (English-Spanish) program is a huge hit.
There is no reason, other than lack of exposure, that O.L.G’s program should not be experiencing
the same success. We are not the only school that has experienced reductions in enrollment due to
families moving away in search of more affordable housing. In this post-Covid universe, many
people no longer must go into an office daily and I have personally spoken to several families who
have moved away from this area for precisely that reason. I know that with proper promotion, we
shall once again fill our classrooms.
Thanks in advance for all that you do to support our school in the community.
In Our Lady’s Name and Love,
Dr. McGowan

High School Tour
Moreau Catholic High School has some openings available for their Family Admissions Tours. Join
the Moreau Catholic High School Admissions Team for a campus tour, brief words from their
Principal and other administrators, and a Q&A session with Admissions and Student
Ambassadors. Please sign up for the session that best fits your needs on their website, under the
"Visit" page. Here are the dates/times available:
Morning Tours 8:30-10:30 am
October 18, 2022
Evening Tours 6:00-8:00 pm
October 19, 2022
November 9, 2022

Now is a GREAT time to get your volunteer requirements completed.
School families must complete 20 service hours.
To volunteer anywhere in the school or to go on field trips, all volunteers are required to be
Virtus trained and Fingerprinted through the Diocese of Oakland.
VIRTUS - Protecting God’s Children for Adults Online Training Course. You may find the Virtus
website on the school website under Family Portal or at https://www.virtusonline.org/virtus
Register, then select Organization - Oakland, CA (Diocese). Please email certification to Breana
Townsend @ btownsend@csdo.org
There is no charge for this service and must be renewed every 3 years.

Fingerprinting - DIOCESE OF OAKLAND FINGERPRINT VENDORS
Volunteers and employees can have fingerprinting done at any of the following vendors. A fee of
$34 for volunteers is to be paid by the volunteer to the school office when completed form is turned
in. Please print out the form attached to take with you. You may still use other vendors incur their
rolling fee.
San Lorenzo: Village Post and Parcel 510-278-8744 - Angelica Garrison - 15934 Hesperian
Blvd San Lorenzo
Livermore: AAA LiveScan 925-493-7926 - Beverly Castillo - 1576 2 nd St. Suite E Livermore
Fremont: Live Scan Identity 510-795-8885 - John Miller - 4075 Papazian Way Suite 104 Fremont

Our Lady of Grace Catholic School 2022-2023 Calendar
Please click here for the OLG School 2022-2023 Calendar

Looking Ahead
September:
Friday, September 23 - NO SCHOOL Staff day off site
Monday, September 26 - Minimum Day
October:
Monday, October 10- Indigenous Day NO SCHOOL
Wednesday, October 19- Minimum Day -Parent/Teacher Conferences
Thursday, October 20 - Minimum Day -Parent/Teacher Conferences
Friday, October 21 - Minimum Day -Parent/Teacher Conferences
Thursday, October 27- RETAKE Picture Day

OLG Parent Gear: The OLG PTG is thrilled to bring back the lion logo and offer an awesome
assortment of OLG parent gear! Take a look at these options and make your selections now through
October 5th. Please note - parent gear may not be worn as part of the OLG uniform. We are
offering a SUPER fun tie-dye PE shirt with the lion logo that absolutely may be worn as part of the
Tuesday/Friday PE uniform. OLG Spirit Wear Website will be up and running through October
5th - we will also have samples of the garments at the Family Fun Day!! Show your lion pride!
And don't miss out on the new and exciting PE Shirt!!!

OLG PTG (Parent
Teacher Group): We are
excited to bring back the
OLG PTG! If you have
interest in a leadership role,
please contact Jill Peters
(keepitquickjp@gmail.com)
by Wednesday 9/21 to
express interest.

We are so excited about this weekend's OLG's 75th Anniversary Events!
September 24th Concert & Classic Car Show & September 25th Family Fun Day
The Concert & Classic Car Show Organized by the Knights of Columbus is scheduled from
10:00am to 5:00pm at the Rear Parking Lot for Classic Cars, Live Music featuring The Rev Tones
& Night Owls, Tasty Food and Family Fun! This is a FREE event! Food is available for purchase.
All proceeds support Our Lady of Grace Church. If you have a classic car to register, please call the
Parish Office at 510-537-0806 or email Jay at jay@olgcv.org and provide the following
information: Your Name, Make and Model of your car.
OLG's Family Fun Day is scheduled from 10:00am to 3:00pm and will have a Family Carnival
Zone, Taco Truck, Sugar Shack & Other Tasty Bites, Lagunitas on draft, canned spirits, and more!
We will also offer Face Painting, Spin Art and an exciting prize wheel!!!
Purchase Unlimited Carnival Zone Wristbands + Food & Drink Tickets for OLG's Family Fun Day
in advance through Saturday!!! Pick-up on the day of the event and breeze right through the line!
Check out the Family Fun Day Menu to help you make your food choices and ticket purchases!
Purchase Link ---> OLG's Family Fun Day

Siblings of Existing Students - New Student Applications Only
Click the link below to apply.
2022-2023 New Student Application
To enter Kindergarten, a student must be 5 years of age by September 1, 2022. (Date of
birth must be on or before September 1, 2017). To enter Transitional Kindergarten, a
student must turn 5 between September 2, 2022 and March 2, 2023
Please Go to https://www.olgschool.org/admissions
for Financial Assistance Information

Our Lady of Grace Parish
Please click here for the Parish website where you can find contact information, the most
recent church bulletin, current announcements, mass schedules, and much more!
Tech Support
For tech issues and support please email mtrgo@olgschool.org.
Support OLG by shopping on Amazon Smile!
Click here and choose Our Lady of Grace School
Location: Castro Valley, CA

OLG School Social Media
Please follow us on Instagram and Twitter and like
us on Facebook. If you have any questions please feel
free to email our Social Media Coordinator, Miss
Dawson, sdawson@csdo.org
Instagram & Twitter: @olgcvschool
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/olgcvschool
OLG School's History and Legacy site can be found at
olgschoolconnect.org. The Alumni-Private page can be accessed with
the password: "special1s".

OLG Mission & Philosophy
Mission Statement
Our Lady of Grace Catholic School serves a diverse community, models Christ through unity, truth, and love to
create a balance of spiritual, academic, and social growth.
Philosophy
Dedicated to living Christ's message, Our Lady of Grace is a Catholic school made up of students, faculty, staff and
families working together with love and respect. While recognizing parents as the primary educators of their
children, our community works together to develop individuals who are prepared to think critically, imbued with a
strong sense of self-worth, and filled with a Christ-like approach to others.
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